Minutes from parent partnership meeting:    Wednesday    23-1-19      9am

Present:    4 parent/carers & 2 staff members


Updates:
· Overall parents/carers were pleased with the recent events hosted by school. The Winter Wonderland was especially popular with parents/carers pleased with the organisation and structure of the event. It was suggested that fewer sweets & chocolates would have been appreciated but otherwise was a brilliant way to celebrate the festive season linking families & school together.
· Parents/carers were excited by the prospect of a similar event in the summer. Several suggestions were made including:
· The use of gazebos to create ‘stations’ outside.
· Maybe hosting it on a Saturday (although this had mixed responses)
· Including outdoor learning/forest school activities
· Two parent/carers have volunteered to get in touch with local company they have links with to see what they could offer us.

Academy consultation:
· There was only one parent/carer who attended the academy consultation for parents/carers with Mr Taylor. The parent partnership group were surprised by this.
· Some parents/carers unsure about the change. Some concerns included:
· Worried that all support would now be for more complex needs (eg multi-diagnoses) with those who have fewer needs (eg, solely attachment) may not be supported in an appropriate manner.
· If the school develops a more SEN ethos/approach, will it be possible for pupils to reintegrate back into mainstream education in the future? This thought was based upon the idea that pupils who could possibly reintegrate would become too accustomed to the routines and expectations of an SEN provision. 
· Parents/carers were eager for children who do not have a diagnosis but who struggle with their behaviour to still feel a sense of belonging at Longford Park. 
· One parent/carer summarised it as, “We love this school and don’t want it to change.”
· Parents/carers were assured that Longford Park will still be maintaining their own identity and all pupils will just as valued as individuals as they currently are now. 
 
Parent/carer participation at events:
· It has been noticed by both staff and parents/carers that participation at recent events has dropped dramatically. Some thoughts as to why this might be include:
· The calendar of events sent at the start of term does not clearly show the nature of each event and who should try to come.
· As of next term, we will improve our termly calendar letters by including a brief summary of each event to show exactly what each event involves and who it is aimed at. 
· The approach is sometimes too formal and could be off-putting. 
· A more casual approach with more colloquial language was suggested for letters and texts, including the possibility of changing the parent partnership name to ‘parent breakfast club’ and providing pastries along with the hot drinks. 
· Sometimes the training events (eg. hosted by the Ed psych) aren’t pitched as parents/carers need. Some parents/carers felt they were too highly pitched with ‘jargon’ whilst others felt they were repetitive of other training they had attended and would benefit from more advanced concepts. 
· All parents/carers agreed that the events were useful and they enjoyed the opportunity to discuss topics with other parents/carers in the presence of the Ed psych. 
· It was requested that the session could be split into 2 sessions (one for foundation knowledge & another for advanced knowledge) with both including day-to-day advice or case studies. 
· It was thought to be quite confusing to have both the parent partnership meetings each half term (with staff representatives) and the parents support network (with no staff representatives).
· It will be discussed further during the next meet as to whether the parent support network should continue. 


Upcoming events:
· Education psychologist talk about regulating emotions
· World Book Day assembly with parent/carer session afterwards focussing on developing reading skills at home.
· Parent/carer & child activity afternoons for lower & upper school


Any other business:
· One parent/carer brought up that sometimes the transport escorts/drivers do not understand the children’s needs meaning that pupils are banned from accessing the transport to and from school. 
· We will look into the possibility of negotiating with Trafford Transport to providing some training for transport escorts. 





Our next parent partnership (or parent breakfast club) meeting will be on Wednesday 27th March   - Everybody welcome!

[bookmark: _GoBack]The next parent support network will be on 20th February. 
