Minutes from parent partnership meeting: Wednesday 26/9/2018   9am
Present 2 staff members and 14 parents/carers
Updates:
· Parents/carers pleased with how the parent-led support network ran last year and happy to continue for this academic year, Dates to be confirmed and parents/carers to be notified.
· New parents/carers who attended liked the idea of the meetings as they could meet new parents.
· From the last meeting parent/carers asked if letters could be sent by email, however at the moment this is unable to go ahead due to the school still been in contracts with current IT companies.
· The school have looked at certain applications which may be accessible in the future, which enable permission slips to be completed electronically, but smartphone or tablets would be required. Paper copies would also be kept.
· Parent/carers mentioned that when it comes to information been sent by text it seems to always be on the day, in which they would prefer a few days before or the latest the day before. This will be passed onto all staff.

Class Parent Representatives was discussed also last time so we wanted to know what your ideas regarding this role. Parents/carers suggested that:

· A Class Parent Representatives would be a good point of contact for new parents to contact for any information and advice.
· The Class Parent Representatives could support new parents on inductions for when their new children start.
· A welcome pack for new starters would be a good idea also as a visual aid, as can be a lot to take in when do a tour if applicable. The welcome pack would be to explain the point’s sheet, behaviour policy and also homework.
· Staff will create a draft welcome pack in preparation for the next meeting to gain feedback before a final version is created.
Point sheets and Home school book

· Some parent/carers stated that point sheets can be inconsistent at times as children earn full points but the behaviour noted on sheet does not reflect full points to be earnt.
· Parents/ carers would like to see the trigger which lead to behaviour from their child to see why they did not earn points as not always explained at times.
· This will be brought up at the next full staff meeting to ensure consistency across the school. 
· Some parents unaware of home school book until mentioned in today’s meeting, home school books are available for each child.
· I was agreed that the home school book is a good two way communication for parents/carers and class teachers and can be very effective.
· Home school books can be requested by just asking the class teacher.


Views on the school mission statement: Believe, Belong, Become

· Parents/carers liked the values of the mission statement as they agree it ties in with the work the school does with children, by given the children belief in what they do and also gives the children a sense of belonging. 
· Parents agreed that the value of belong meant the most as some of their children feel comfortable and have somewhere to fit in where at other places they have felt left out.
· A few parents/carers shared their experiences of how much both they and their child felt a sense of belonging at Longford Park which they had not felt previously. They recognised how much this “big family feeling” had impacted on their child’s self-belief and self-esteem since starting at the school. 
· It was suggested that a meeting for parents based on the new mission statement would help to make people aware and be useful.

Events for children in school.
· Parents/carers would like to see more events in school for their children to take part in for example dressing up for Halloween or summer BBQ’s where parents/carers can get together with their children and engage with others , as siblings seem to get a lot more opportunities to participate in activities.
· When asked for best times, most parents/carers stated that straight after school is not an option as they have other schools to get to. They also said that evening events would not be a popular choice as they would impact on usual meal and bed routines. 
· Parents/carers think best to hold during the school hours, another option would be to consider a weekend afternoon which had some mixed opinions.
Events
· Parents/carers said the sleep clinic was very interesting in the last term and future information events are being organised with the educational psychologist.
· Mr Taylor will be holding an event for behavioural management strategies on 3rd October 2018.
· Other events recommended included:
· NVR- Non Violent Resistance
· Connective Parenting with Sarah Fischer
· FASD
· Therapeutic Parenting
· Child in Mind
· Therapeutic play

The original date for the next school-led parent partnership meeting clashes with a Christmas performance in school therefore please note the new date.

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 28th November at 9:15am.
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