[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes from parent partnership meeting:    Wednesday    7-2-18      9am

Present:    2 Staff members & 13 parents/carers.

Meeting today was highly attended. Thanks were given to all who came and reminded that minutes of the meeting can be found on the school website. 

Transition:

· Janet Osguthorpe was unable to attend the meeting today due to illness however a message was passed on that she will be holding more information sessions for parents and further information and dates will be shared in the near future.  

Events:

· After discussion at the last parent partnership meeting, 2 parent/carer activity afternoons in March are currently being organised. The activities will include outdoor learning, music, baking, therapeutic, sports and arts & craft. These give an opportunity for parents/carers and their children to do something fun in school together. 
· Parents/carers were asked for any other activity suggestions – no other ideas but two parent/carers commented on how good the last ones have been and that they were looking forward to it already. 

· Parents/carers were asked for their opinion on a chance for parents/carers from across the school to get together – not necessarily with staff - to act as a support network for each other.
· Overall it was a very popular idea. 
· It was agreed that mornings are usually the best time and that they would like about an hour. 
· The first Monday or Friday of each month was suggested. 
· One parent/carer asked if they could have some time to chat with each other then invite a member of staff at the end to feedback to. 
· One parent/carer thought it was a lovely idea as she feels quite isolated at the moment as parents at the mainstream school/parent friends don’t understand what it’s like to have a child with SEN. 
· It was decided that the first one would be a “parent coffee & cake breakfast” on Wednesday 7th March at 9am. 

· Parents/carers were reminded about the Internet safety workshop tomorrow morning.

· Parents/carers were also informed about the possibility of another reading workshop to support reading skills at home – many were interested in this. 

Increasing the parent partnership team:

· Parents/carers were asked what made them decide to come along today as it was a much higher turn-out than previous meetings. 
· It was a combination of letters, texts and word of mouth from 2 parent/carer helpers identified last time.
· All appreciated the less formal text this morning as it made them want to come along and ‘see what it’s all about’ 

· The two parent/carer helpers from last meeting confirmed that they would be happy for their phone numbers to be sent out to all parents/carers as a point of contact. 

· It was highlighted that all attendees were parent/carers who drop their children off in the mornings. It was discussed how we could encourage parent/carers whose children travel to school on the buses to come along. 
· There were a few ideas including sending out a questionnaire to find out when a good time would be for them, hosting one of the meetings after a school play or other event where parents/carers usually come into school anyway or running a stall at parents evening on the 22nd March. 
· A few parents/carers offered to run the stall on parents evening – informing other parents/carers of what we do and encouraging more participation.
· They also offered to serve any refreshments which school could provide at this time too. 

Any other business:
· One parent/carer asked how parents could be more involved in whole school events – for example through fancy dress for productions or World Book Day.
· There was limited enthusiasm for fancy dress from other parents/carers but plans for World Book Day to include parents/carers will be discussed with staff and passed on as soon as possible. 

· One parent/carer asked if we were doing anything special for Easter. She raised the concern that her child sometimes feels very left out at home when their siblings bring home letters about special events. For example, their siblings were going to a valentine’s disco and doing an Easter bonnet parade at their mainstream school.

· Another parent/carer asked if we could start a girls’ club again where children in the school (it was made clear that both boys & girls would be welcome so maybe a different name should be used) could have the chance to make jewellery, paint nails and other similar activities.

· Current dinner menus were also handed out and parents/carers were impressed with the options available. 

· Finally, parents/carers were informed of the letters going out this week to collect their feedback on the extra things we do in school (funded by Pupil Premium). They were asked to return any feedback and encourage other parent/carers to do the same. All feedback returned will be entered into a prize draw! 


Thank you for your continual support.



Our next meeting will be: 	 Wednesday  23rd May at 9am.


Everyone welcome!
