
 

Our aim in school is to ensure we truly understand the pupils we teach. 

 

Our school values 

We believe in ourselves and each other. 

We all belong in our community. 

Everyone becomes the best they can be. 

 

Longford Park is a school for pupils with identified social, emotional and mental health difficulties, and its policies must  
reflect this. Whilst this is a primary diagnosis for the majority of pupils here, our pupils can be best summarised as having 
‘multiple vulnerabilities’. Due to the nature of the difficulties experienced by all of our pupils, the curriculum has to be  
flexible and adaptive to individual needs. 

A great deal of emphasis is placed upon the social and emotional development of the pupil, the ability to co-operate, share, to 
tolerate each other, respect themselves and each other and to contribute to a positive atmosphere within the school. The 
school is dedicated to creating a safe and secure learning environment with the intention of raising the pupils’ self-esteem and 
eradicating any feelings of worthlessness and failure. In order to reach these goals, the school encompasses a variety of  
teaching methods and learning styles. 

The curriculum provided is flexible in its approach and delivery. This is to facilitate learning at all levels, accommodating  
pupils who have not had recent experience of the National Curriculum. In response to this, each overview for the core  
curriculum areas is a basic framework from which to work from so as to allow for the needs of a changing pupil population. 



 

 

At Longford Park School, the curriculum is designed to recognise children’s existing knowledge. Within each 
subject, we have identified a very succinct outline of the knowledge that pupils need to acquire by the end 

of each year. As a result of careful planning, pupils consistently relate back to previous learning when  
exemplifying learning related to their current topics or themes. Through carefully considered first hand 

learning experiences, we will allow the children to develop interpersonal skills, build resilience and become 
creative, critical thinkers. 

Our curriculum is a powerful vehicle utilised to maximise the potential of each individual and overcome all 
barriers to learning. 

 Geography is the study of people, places and environments throughout the world. It develops an understanding of the human and 
natural world, maps, and a range of investigative and problem-solving skills. Through geographical enquiry children can learn to 
evaluate the world around them. The study of geography enables children to understand local, national and international issues 
by studying the socio-economic and geographical aspects of various contrasting localities. It offers children the opportunity to  
engage in field work activities and to consider how their own actions may have an impact on the environment. 

  

Geography teaching offers opportunities to: 

 stimulate pupils’ interest in their own surroundings and other localities, both in the United Kingdom and the rest of the 
world, 

 make observations and to form opinions about their immediate environment and other localities, 

 understand how physical features such as climate, rivers, mountains, etc. affect the lifestyles of different peoples  
throughout the world, 

 foster pupils’ sense of wonder at the beauty of the world around them, 

 develop an understanding of the relationship between people and the environment and how peoples’ actions affect the  
quality of the environment, 

 enhance the pupils’ sense of responsibility with regard to caring for the Earth. 

 develop an awareness and appreciation of cultural and economic diversity, 

 acquire and develop skills necessary for making geographical enquiries. 



 

 

Our Geography curriculum is bespoke to Longford Park and is designed to be relevant and meaningful to our pupils.  We have six 

‘Golden Threads’ that run through out our curriculum: 

 Settlement and Civilization 
 Mountains, Rivers and Coasts 
 Travel and transport 
 Topography 
 Climate change and sustainability 
 Culture, Migration and Diversity  

 

 

 

 

 

All children are given a Knowledge Organiser at the start of each new topic.  This gives them key vocabulary, useful information as 

well as questions they will be answering.  This supports children to talk about their learning and make links with previous learning. 

We follow a two year rolling curriculum to avoid repetition for children in mixed age group classes. 

Where possible, our History Topics are linked with our Geography Topics. 

 

Click here to view our 
long term plan for this 

academic year  



 

Each lesson is based around a question.  Geography lessons aim to be fun and interactive using a variety of 

input.  We teach the children Geographical Skills and empower them to enhance their curiosity and share 

their thoughts and ideas.  The children are responsible for recording their work in their books. 

 

Teachers track the skills demonstrated by each individual pupil on a termly basis to assess the progress 

made against the National Curriculum Objectives.  

 

Children are encouraged to talk about prior learning and make links with existing knowledge. 

 

Cultural capital, broadly, is about the values, knowledge, skills, and ideas that are valued in a given  
culture, society, or social group. 

 

The Golden Threads in our curriculum were carefully selected by the school’s Geography lead.  

 

Children learn about their place in the world.  We aim to enable children to experience trips and visits to  
further enhance their experience and their learning. 

 

The Geography of different cultures and communities countries and continents are studied including the  
Geography of our school and our local area.  

 

Our Geography Curriculum aims to give the children a sense of belonging and is underpinned by our school  
values ‘Believe, Belong, Become’ 

 



 

  

Computers and iPads are used to research locations, capital cities and countries borders.  

 

Technology  can be used a tool to make Geography more accessible to all of our learners.  

 

It can be used to immerse children in a particular concept.  

 

Children can use technology to help them discover information for themselves.  
 

 

 

 

Democracy Rule of Law Individual Liberty Tolerance Mutual Respect 

 

Take the views and  
opinions of others into  
account when deciding  
upon collaborative  
projects or outcomes. 

Take turns and be able to 
work to instructions from 
others . 

 

Understand rules relating 
to sensible use of  
equipment. 

 

Understand rules relating 
to sensible use of  
equipment. 

Opportunities to express 
pupils’ own individuality, 
views and ideas.  
 

 

Work as a team. 

Discuss  and reflect on 
each other’s work   
constructively. 

Offer support and advice 
to others . 

 

 

 

Offer support and advice 
to others . 

Discuss  and reflect on 
each other’s work   
constructively. 

 
 

 



 

We went to Mac Forrest on 
a geography trip and had 
such a fun time. We saw 
huge green trees and a 
large reservoir.   

We have used a 
compass to find  
directions  

Last year we practiced 
an earthquake  
evacuation drill. This 
was very fun.  

We want to visit places 
we have learnt about.  

We learn about the 
earth and the layers  
inside it.  

We made mountains 
out of paper mâché.  


